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THE RELATION IN WHICH JEWS STAND TO 
GENTILE STATES. 


We are favored by a foreign correspondent, with a recent 
number of the German periodical, called ‘‘ Frisia,” the 
most prominent article in which is, ‘‘ A protest by a Jew,”’ 
(Dr. Hirsch, of Embden, as we are informed) against 
— previously promulgated in the same paper, untavor- 
able to the admission of the German Jews to political 
equality with the rest of their countrymen. ‘The principle 
arguments that had been advanced against concession to 
the Jewish claims, were founded upon what were stated to be 
the essential peculiarities of Jewish requirement, both in a 
pores and a religious aspect. Politically regarded, it had 

een declared,—that the only government which a Jew could 
recognize, was the theocracy instituted by the Mosaic Law; and, 
in a religious point of view, that the Jew, as bound to remain a 
Jew, could not become assimilated to his fellow citizens. In 
political relations, the obedience which the Jewish subject 
indisputably pays to the government of his immediate locality, 
d been denied the rank of a voluntary sentiment, and 
attributed to his weakness, to his inability to resist; so that 
with the power to throw off the yoke, the Jew might be 
expected to rebel against the state to which he had been 
attached !——Dr. H. challenges the advocate of exclusion, (on 
such an hypothesis,) to throw open a single page of history in 
its corroboration, during the 2000 years that Israel has been 
dispersed. The numberless opportunities which have been 
afforded to the often oppressed Jews, to betray their oppressors,— 
Opportunities not employed for such ends,—prove a deep rooted 
aversion to treason and insubordination, on the part of that 
people ; an aversion founded, not only on their patient suffering 

abits, and on the maxims of their teachers, but on the express 
word of God, that forms their rule of conduct, see Jerem. 
xxix. 4. “* Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, 
unto all the Exile, which I have permitted to be carried captive 
from Jerusalem into Babylon. Build ye houses, and inhabit 
them ; plant gardens and eat their fruit. Take ye wives and 
¢ sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and gwe 
your daughters to husbands, that they may beget sons and 
daughters, 80 that ye may increase there and not diminish. 
Seek ye the peace of the city, whither I have permitted you to 
be carried away captive; and pray ye in its behalf unto the 
Lord ; Sor in _the peace thereof, shall there be peace to pee: 

Such is the duty of the Jew towards the state which harbours 

l, whatever its policy towards himself. It is his religious 
obligation to serve that state faithfully; even as it is his 
natural impulse, as well as that of others, to love the soil in 


which their fathers slumber, on which their infancy has been 
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cradled, and on which their grandchildren are reared. Dr. H. 
characterizes the charge,—that a Jew entertains the disposition 
to. betray his governors,—as calumnious. He asks,—what colour 
of probability it derives from the history of bygone times ? 
‘‘ for (says he) the Jews are not of yesterday, in the history of 
‘* national development. The future can bring no combina- 
‘tion through which their existence has not already passed. 
‘* By the cradle, and by the tomb of all nations, have the Jews 
*‘ stood for 2000 years ; they have witnessed the rise and fall 
of empires ;—where is the prince, where the people, where the 
state, that can accuse them of treachery ?—What poinard 
‘* have they whetted? What conspiracy have they torged ? 
‘What city betrayed ? What rebellion promoted? Of 
‘‘ what villany have they been the ever ready instruments ? 
‘* Aye, in what state that has afforded them a mere refuge, 
‘* have they requited even the most niggardly hospitality with 
‘‘ vile ingratitude ? Towards what state has that course been 
‘* forgotten, which God's word required of them even towards 


‘‘the Egyptian, who enslaved their bodies, who drowned | 


“their infants.—‘ Hate not the Egyptian, for thou wast a 
sqjpourner in his land / 

The records of the past are then stated not to afford the 
only proofs of Jewish loyalty towards a strange rule; and the 
history. of the present is adduced to show, that wherever the 
opportunity is afforded, the Jews establish themselves, by vested 
interests, to the soil which protects them; and, by ready service 
of its government, seek the welfare of the state. Dr. H. 
passes 24 as a fable no longer credited, that the Jews have a 
national God, or a special exclusive creed, together with all 
those addenda with which hatred of our people has found it 
convenient to charge us. Such misrepresentations having been 
elsewhere dealt with by a Jew, with the Bible in his band, 
proving ‘“‘ how exactly Jewish worship has attained univer- 
‘ sality; how the manifest and peculiar election of the Jewish 
‘‘ people has been designed to emancipate mankind from 
‘“‘ polytheism ; how the laws of God, as found in revelation to 
‘* the Jews, have been wrought into the destiny and history of 
‘‘ other nations, serving to unite them, with the Jewish people, 
‘‘in adoration of the sole God,—that end of human develop- 
‘‘ ment :—how it was, therefore, that the Temple at Jerusalem 
‘‘ was established, by the dedications of Non-Israelites also; 
‘‘ and how, above all, the Jewish law recognized the equality 
‘‘ of the Gentile before God, and his equal claim to justice and 
‘¢ love from man; providing also for his free and unrestrained 
‘¢ admission into state of Judaism, so soon as he, without 
‘‘ becoming a Jew, should renounce idolatry and undertake the 
‘¢ common obligations of humanity.”” ‘These views and deduc- 
tions are merely touched upon in the article before us, the 
reader being referred, for the development of Dr. H.’s views 


™ 
4 
a> 
4 
4 
| 
£ 
. 
q 
‘ 
Pe 
+ 
— 
| 
| 
| 
¢ 
| 
4 x 
» 
7 
| 
A re 


on the mission and spirit of Judaism, to his treatise entitled | 
Jidische Anmerkungen, &c., published at Oldenburgh, in 
1841. 

The obligation of the Israelite to remain of that creed, is 
denied to be a disqualification for civil freedom, since neither 
Christians nor Mahomedans allow their members to aposta- 
tize ;—the inflexibility of the Jew can, therefore, be no 
incompatibility; while the very character of the divine cove- 
nant by which he inherits Judaism, involves the necessity of 
his remaining in the bond. 

Dr. H. concludes by observing, in forcible terms, upon the 
duty of Christian states to make atonement for past oppres- 
sions, by rendering future justice to the Jews; and he instances 
the advantages which the state itself must derive from the 
emancipation which it would confer. The article is powerfully 
written, in the usual eloquent and flowing style of the dis- 
tinguished author; and, as na Regie to Germany generally, 


can scarcely have failed to make the deep impression which 
is ascribed to it. 


DISSERTATION ON THE 
EXODUS XIL,, 1 to 20. | 

[On the Sabbath immediately preceding the month of Nisan, (or on the 
first day of that month, if it be Sabbath,) the passage above indicated is 
always read, in an extra Sepher taken from the ark for the purpose. On 
the present occasion, three Sepharim are taken out, because of the day 
being Rosh Chodesh also. Of the three portions, the following is selected 
as the most important, for a dissertation.) 

The reading of this portion is the first special announcement 

in the season, of the approach of that anniversary Festival,—so 
distinguished by the Almighty, that he appointed the month in 
which it is celebrated to be the first month of the ecclesiatical 
year,—so distinguished by Israel, that they fixed the event 
which it commemorates, as the epoch for the commencement 
of a new era. (Kings vi. 1.) Indeed, so distinguished is 
it, that the popular renown of the event in which this festival 
Pi SEE was only to be superseded by that still greater, 
perhaps the greatest, event, to happen at that all-important con- 
summation spoken of by Jeremiah xvi. 14,16: When the Lord 
will bring up the children of Israel from the land of the north, 
and from all the lands whither he had driven them: and will 
bring them again into their land, that he gave unto their 
Sathers., 

The festival instituted in commemoration of such an event 
as the deliverance from Egypt, must truly have a high signifi- 
cancy. Let us trace some of those points, for the recall of which 
to our minds, in order to be considered and meditated upon, 
and for the public utterance of the feelings resulting from such 
meditation, this particular festival has been instituted. 

Peysach presents to the universe, the Almighty as the pro- 
tector of innocence, as its avenger upon the oppressor ;—Pey- 
sach is the festival of the nationality of Israel; and again, 
— Peysach is the festival of the regeneration of mankind. 

( .) It presents to the universe, the Almighty as the protector 
and avenger of innocence. 

The laws of nature are for the most part so constituted, as to 
be faithful pictures of the Divine attributes; pictures, in which 
those attributes appear more or less clear to the shortsighted 
eye of man. The omnipotence and wisdom of God are 
imprinted in the most legible characters upon the face of 
the universe. Dy www Lift your 
eyes upwards and see, who created these?) Justice is not 
less an attribute of the Divine essence, because, perhaps, some- 
times less clearly conspicuous in the laws of nature; for the 
weaker creature appears to fall a prey to the stronger; a fact which, 
by the less practised observer, might be mistaken for a general 
law of nature, and therefore acceptable to the Almighty. The 
greater the risk of a false inference, the more nec is cau- 
tion. Thus it was that revelation, destined to go hand-in-hand 
with reason and to supply its deficiences, was Tien interposed. 
The Almighty, in interposing supernaturally, interposed in be- 
half of innocence. Whilst he broke the chains of the oppres- 
sor, the oppressed paid the penalty of injustice. % 37 ned) 
et way wwe ( The nation also whom they will serve, 
will I judge.’’) | 

(2.) Peysachk, the festival of our nationality:—Give to a 
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nation all that is commonly thought to constitute nationality . 
give it a common descent, the same language and literatyy, 
yea, even the same religion and government, and all other inte. 
rests in common ;—but deprive it of independence ; allow othe, 
nations to interfere with the process of its development; fore, 
the sacrifice of its peculiarities to the influence of a dominatiy 
stranger power; and see how soon, despite those elements of 
union and security, that nation will lose its nationality, wi) 
identify itself with the nationalit of its master. Witness Spain 
France, and even Britain, which, however reluctantly, became 
at last quite Roman. Such, without the special interference of 
the Almighty, must have been the fate of Israel in Egypt. 
Revolting idea !—Israel, with the exalted notions inherited from 
its forefathers, to sink into the mire of vice in which the 
Egyptians were then —- !—How much, then, is tho 
Israelite indebted to Divine beneficence, for preservation from, 
so deep a fall! 
3.) Peysach is the festival of the regeneration of mankind. 
o say that solely to benefit a handful of Israelites, without 
any further purpose, without reference to the welfare of man. 
kind at large, was the Almighty’s design in arresting the ord. 
nary course of nature, is to say, that those numberless and 
immense globes which roll in boundless space, (and in compa. 
rison with which our globule is as a grain of sand to a moun. 
tain,) have been created for no other purpose than to light up 
the darkness of our nights. That is truly one end of their 
being, but not all. They have still other ends to fulfil, in the 
attempt to grasp which our mind fails us. Even so it is with 
Israel. Not merely for its own welfare were inestimable bene- 
fits conferred; the exodus from Egypt was buta link of a chain 
on which depends the happiness of all mankind. The Divine 
goodness chose Israel as the instrument, as well as the object, 
of its beneficence. Israel was, and is, but the elected depo- 
sitory of that glorious seed which, in due seasons, has been, 
and will be still further scattered, in order to spring up intoa 
rar harvest. Israel, is the channel through which the 
lessing flows to other nations; and it is an admitted fact, that 
nations are only so far humanized, as they have allowed, and 
still allow themselves to be guided by the precepts of that 
divine code, for the reception of which the Almighty begun on 
Peysach to qualify Israel, by withdrawing our ancestors from 
the pernicious influence of Egypt. What would the world 
have been without Israel freed from Egypt?—The imagination 
shrinks from the gloomy picture which the question suggests. 
On the one side, a race of men worse than beasts of the wild, 
devouring each other; and on the other side, an unnatural 
refinement; men having no other study than the invention & 
new pleasures,—no other pursuit than the enjoyment of them. 
It is therefore with justice that we regard the event commemo- 
rated by the festival announced on wsnn news, as the first step 
in the regeneration of mankind. How great therefore is the 
significance of that festival; how important is its due celebra- 
tion to every Israelite. Who that listens to the premonitory 
scripture lesson of the day ?—who that is thus reminded of the 
duty to set his house in order for the coming holiday, but must 
exult in his high vocation, and feel, in the discharge of the most 
trivial form substituted for services impossible in our disper- 
sion, that thus have our fathers been privileged to preserve the 
hallowed memories of thirty-two centuries; that thus is it our 
duty to preserve peculiarities which, though to the scorer 


‘meaningless, shall transmit a still more glorious heritage to ou! 


descendants. The just Judge has declared, of him who dis- 
regards the obligations of this institution, “‘ his soul shail be cut 
off from the congregation of Israel.’ Let us then leave the 
sceptic to oscillate from doubt to fear; be ours the happi¢ 
alternative of confidence and hope; so that in the hallow 


associations of the s5—that “ night o observances, 
and of family reunions,—we may feel, that as only has the 
leaven been removed from our houses, but that there is none left 
inourhearts. The doors, that night thrown open to the hungere 

and athirst, will but close upon the altars of the domesti¢ 
hearth, (whence His chosen priesthood can now alone testify 
the confessing Gentiles,) to fg re-opened in figurative greeting 


of the anointed Messiah,—whose mission of peace shall restore 
Zion, and the appointed time when, in the language of Zacha- 
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riah,—men of all tongues shall take hold of our skirt, and 
confess that God is with us A. B. 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL. 

The 26th Anniversary of this Institution was celebrated by a 
dinner at the London Tavern, on Thursday, 23rd inst. Henry H. 
Cohen, Esq., President of the Institution, occupied the Chair, sup- 
ported by B. Moses, Esq.,V.P.; Isaac Cohen & Alfred Davis, 
Esgrs., Treasurers; L. Lucas, E. Micholls, tsqrs.; and 
Sir Moses Montefiore, P. P’s.; M. Attwood, M.P., F. Mil- 
dred, Esq., — Masterman, Esq., §c. The Rev. Mr. Asher 
having said grace, the President gave ‘* The Queen,” (cheers.) 
Song—‘‘ God save the Queen,” by the vocalists, (under the 
direction of Mr. T. Cooke,) assisted by two boys from the choir 
of the Great Synagogue.—** Prince Albert— Albert, Prince of 
Wales, and the Princess Royal,” were the next toasts, accom- 
panied by a well deserved eulogium on H. R. H. Prince Albert. 
The President then gave ** Zhe Queen Dowager,” and after- 
wards, ‘‘ the health of the Duke of Sussex, and the rest of the 
Royal Family.” This toast was drunk with much cheering; the 
President having alluded to the liberal qualities of His Royal 
Highness, and to his known kindly feelings towards the Jews. 
At this period of the evening, the stewards u-hered into the 
room a select number of the boys and girls attending the 
school, accompanied by their teachers, with banners, specimens 
of their improvement, &c. The appearance of the children 
was gratifying in the extreme, and the room (with the boys 
ranged in a line round it, the girls occupying the centre), pre- 
sented a very brilliant scene, graced also by the presence of 
ladies in the gallery. After the girls had chanted a few lines, 
a little boy recited a Hebrew Ode, composed for the occasion 
by the venerable ©. Josephs, Esq.; this was followed by an- 
other ode, in English, from the pen of S. Samuel, Esg., which 
was recited by a little girl. 

The Chairman rose, to drink ‘* Prosperity to the Jews’ Free 
School.” He felt that any appeal he could make must fall 
far short of the affecting addresses just then so feelingly de- 
livered. He was sure that there was no one present who was 
not impressed with a high sense of the value of this Institution, 
which, when first established, could only accommodate 270 
children, but which had now the means of educating 900. He 
would not advert to the blessings of education; the presence 
of so many assured him that every one felt as deeply as he 
did the importance of it, and that there was no one in the room 
who would not cordially unite with him, in the most zealous 
exertions, to promote the welfare of the Jews’ Free School. 

The children here left the room in the same order in which 
they entered it. 

Mr. B. Moses rose to drink the health of a gentleman, to 
whose talent, activity, and devotion to the interests of the 
institution, every one present could bear testimony. He called 
er the company to unite with him in drinking the health of 

. Hf. Cohen, Esq., their President. Mr. Cohen briefly re- 
plied ; he was grateful for the honor conferred on him, and 
would do his best to serve so excellent a charity. 

Mr. Van Oven, said he was grateful, (and was certain every 
Jew present shared his feelings) to those strangers who had 
honored them with their presence. ‘‘ Strangers (continued Mr. 
Van Oven) to our institutions, and aliens to our faith, it is 
peculiarly gratifying to witness the interest they take in all that 
concerns us. But this feeling of gratitude becomes more 
fervent towards those who are not here for the first, the second, 
hay, nor even for the third time; but who, from constant atten- 
dance, may be said to have identified themselves with the 
interests of the charity. Amongst these, Matthias Attwood, 

8q., stands pre-eminent ; I call on you, therefore, to do honor 
to our Christian friends, and drink to “ M. Attwood, Esq., and 
the strangers present.” ; 

Mr. Attwood, said he had always been a supporter of education, 
and was proud to be numbered among the friends of this highly 
useful institution. He always derived much pleasure from the 


80ciety of his Hebrew friends, but never more than when he 
Met them for the promotion of charity. He was glad to say he 
Very often did meet them for that purpose, for he had never 
known them backward, when the sacred cause of charity called 
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on them to advance; the liberality of the Jews to Christian 
institutions was bi great, and he felt that the City of London, 
in particular, was deeply indebted to the Jews for their unde- 
viating support on such occasions as the present. ‘This, how- 
ever, was not all for which Christians were indebted to Jews ; 
they were indebted not only for support to their institutions, 
but for the principles also on which those institutions were 
founded,—principles, whose origin was to be traced to the 
divine revelation entrusted to the Jews; principles of divine 
love and charity. He said it was a remarkable fact, one for 
which he had the warrant of men well informed, that in no 
part of the world had there ever existed a refuge for the 
destitute, or an hospital for the sick, where the founders and 
promoters of such institutions had not derived their religious 
principles from the Jews. It was the duty of every one to 
spare a part of his superfluity to relieve the wants of the poor ; 
and while acts of private charity could remove almost all the 
necessities of sickness and distress, education could be pro- 
vided by union only; therefore, he called on those around 
him to continue their exertions in the good cause, and they 
might confidently hope for the realization of their fondest 
desires. In conclusion, he thanked the company for their 
kindness to himself, and the other Christians present. 

The Chairman next gave “* ZL. Lucas, Esq., past president,” 
paying a very complimentary tribute to that gentleman’s un- 
wearying efforts in aid of the institution, and expressing a 
hope that when he (Mr. C.) retired from office, he might be able 
to think he had done as much good as his predecessor. Mr. 
Lucas returned thanks ; he had cadiuavoured to do his duty as 
he had promised to do, and was amply repaid by the acknow- 
ledgments of the friends to the institution. The past year 
had been one of great pressure, all the available funds of the 
charity had been disposed of, and its vested capital trenched 
on, by the repairs which had been done to the building ; this 
called for still more zealous exertions, and he hoped these 
would not be wanting. The best thing the friends of the 
‘* Free School” could do, was to visit it frequently, nothing 
could so much strengthen their interest in the institution. 
Mr. Lucas proposed the health of their excellent vice Presi- 
dent, B. Moses, Esg. Mr. Moses returned thanks. He was 
glad to confirm the statement of the printed report, as to the 
pevemercws state of the school, and was happy, that during the 
ast thirty years, the opinion that the poor were good, honest 
and industrious, because they knew no better, had been 
gradually disappearing, and was now quite given up. The 
Chairman, next gave the health of the great benefactress of the 
institution, ** The Baroness De Rothschild; she it was who 
not only contributed largely to the funds, but also clothed all the 
children on the establishment, at her own private cost. (This 
toast was received with enthusiastic applause.) S. Samuel, 
Esq., proposed the ‘‘ Ladies’ Committee,” eulogizing their 
exertions on all occasions. L. Mozley, Esqg., of Liverpool, 
after adverting to the great benefits that were derived from the 
institution, proposed the health of ** the Committee of Manage- 
ment.” The Chairman next gave “‘ the Treasurers, Isaac 
Cohen, & Alfred Davis, Esqs.,”’ passing a well merited eulogium 
on the indefatigable exertions of the former gentleman, in 
procuring funds and friends for the Jews’ Free School.—Mr. 
Cohen, was grateful for the honor conferred on him. He 
was a friend to the institution, because he felt that it was a 
valuable one, one by means of which the impression that the 
Jewish poor were degraded because they were uneducated, 
might be removed, He should always continue to support 
the charity, and hoped others would unite with him. He 
should try to economize, and was sure his colleague, Mr. Davis, 
would assist him as ably as Mr, J. A. Joseph had done for many 
years past. The Chairman gave ‘“ The Stewards,” to whose 
exertions they were indebted for so large a collection.—Mr. 
I. Barned returned thanks in appropriate terms. The names 
of F. Mildred, — Pegler, J. Lazarus,and W. Josephs, Esqrs., 
were announced as Stewards for the ensuing year. 

The donations announced during the evening amounted to 
£800, besides £100, (added to the accumulating fund,) a be- 
quest of the late L. Salomons, Esq. : 

There was some good singing in the course of the evenjp~ 
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and Mr. Ezekiel, a young musician, who has studied his pro- 
fession on the continent, made a most favorable impression by 
his style of performing, on the piano, a difficult piece from the 
Siege of Corinth. 

The company was not numerous, and many left earlier than 
usual, but every one was delighted with the unusually large 
amount which had been raised for the Institution, by the exer- 
tions and influence of the President, and of Isaac Cohen and 
Israel Barned, Esqrs. The annual report exhibits a great im- 
provement in the schools; and we shall present some extracts 
when we have more space at our disposal. The unexpected 
length at which the above speeches have been reported, (by a 
friend,) precludes our publication either of the two odes recited 
at the dinner, or of the versified translation of the Hebrew one, 
as well executed by Mr. Angel. We will try to find for them, 
at some other time, the space which they well merit. 


- 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


House of Commons.—We have given, elsewhere, a notice of 
what is to be discussed in the House, on Monday next. A 
correspondent suggests, that good service would be rendered 
to British interests, both diplomatic and domestic, by any of 
our subscribers using the interval, in order to bring certain 

assages in the published numbers of the “* Voice of Jacob,” 
bearttig upon the missionary purposes of the Jerusalem bishop- 
ric, under the personal notice of those honorable members, 
who may be expected to take part in the debate. ‘‘ The mis- 
‘* sionary advocates (he says) exhibit a most significant reserve 
‘on the existence of a Jewish organ ; and, therefore, is it ne- 
‘“‘ cessary that the Christian public should be told, where they 
‘‘ may learn what the Jews really think upon these interesting 
‘* subjects.”’ 

The following passages are those alluded to. | 

On the Bishopric.—N 0. 3, p. 22; No.7, p. 50; No.8, p. 61; 
No. 9, p. 67; No. 12, p. 94; No. 13, p. 101; No. 32, p. 49; 
No. 35, p. 77; No. 38, p. 103; No. 39, p. 107; No. 40, p. 115; 
No. 40, p. 117; No. 42, p. 131. 

On the 15, p.113.; No, 16, p. 126; 
No. 19, p.151 ; No. 20, p. 159; No. 23, p. 181; No. 27, p.12; 
No. 29, p. 27; No. 29, p. 30; No. 33, p. 61; No. 36, p. 82; 
No. 37, p. 93; No. 38, p. 99; No. 39, p. 108; No. 40, p. 120, 


The future Chief Rabbi.—We hear that the returns have 


come in from all the provincial synagogues; but that pres-- 


sure of business has hitherto prevented the appointment of 
a day for a meeting of the Great Synagogue vestry. 


An Expensive Convert.—The Universal Gazette of the 
church of Berlin, publishes a letter, dated Munich, 8th Oct. 
last. It appears, that a Cuirassier was converted from Protes- 
tantism to the Roman Catholic church, and becoming even- 
tually rather lax in the religious offices of his new religion, 
he was threatened with a prosecution for recovery of the price 
paid for his conversion! ‘The proselyte appealed for protec- 
tion to his captain; the consequence was, a correspondence 
between the minister of war and the minister of the interior, 
likely to put a stop to proselytism, in that direction at least. 


The Jerusalem Bishopric.*—In the House of Commons, on 
Monday last, 37 members divided against the propriety of there 
having been paid £603 (on account of civil contingencies), for 
the transport of what was called, ‘‘a bishop with his church 
and congregation’’ to the coast of Syria, in the Devastation. 
The decision was exclusively upon the charge itself ;—the prin- 
ciple involved will be raised by a specific motion of Dr. 
Bowring’s, postponed until Monday next, at the request of 
Lord Ashley.—Some Hon. members protested against the 
character of the charge, on the score of there being no diocese, 
and because of the specific understanding that the expenses 


* We beg that it may not be inferred, that the Jews have any 
concern with a Protestant establishment in Palestine; (vide our views 
under the head * Palestine’’, in No. 41, p. 126 ;) our repugnance is simply 
to the hypocrisy, and the domestic misery, which are made to re-ult from 
the apostazing efforis of that establishmeut’s present agents. 
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were to be borne by a certain Missionary Society, ang the 
King of Prussia, jointly. Others objected to the item becay 
of its extravagance; the charge being greater than for eithe 
Lord Ashburton’s voyage to America and back again, 
Mr. Ellis’s transport to the Brazils. Lord John Manner, 
agreed to pass the item, without approving the appointment 
Sir George Rose and Mr. W. Comper detended the charge . 
the latter, especially, avowed that the appointment had Seen 
made, and the expense had been incurred, to serve a certain 
Society ; and he maintained that this country was as much 
called upon to employ Missionaries, as Ambassadors!!_ 
Hon. member was very earnest in his protest against money 
being extracted from the blood and sinews of the people, in 
times such as these, for a useless project.—There will no doubt 
be an animated discussion on the principle next Monday 
evening. Our correspondent, Ben Jsrael, has just sent y; 
(together with some facts which he has traced concerning th, 
worthies whose exhibition at the police court, before Sir Pei, 
Laurie, was alluded to in our last number) a history ang 
description of the four missionaries, just sent out to Syria by 
the Conversion Society ; exhibiting a system of jobbing, yeij 
worthy of exposure on the floor of Parliament. We inter tha 
the managers of the Society have not accepted Ben Israel's 
challenge,—to procure a dispassionate investigation into his 
proofs of their mal-administration of the public bounty.—His 
letter to ourselves is under consideration, 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


St. Thomas's.—Having accepted, with thanks, the sponta. 
neous Offer of 4. //"oolf, Esq., of this island, to act as agent 
for the ‘‘ vice of Jacob”, we take the liberty to make a few 
extracts from his communication, dated 13th of February ult,, 
after receipt of a set of our periodical to the end of 1842, 

* I need not say how overjoyed I was to find, that the 
‘Israelites in England were at last roused to do that which 
‘¢ would give corect information of the doings of our brethren 
in far distant countries.”’ * 

Here follows an intimation of his having previously sent to 

ondon, instructions to subscribe to this paper on his behalf.— 
We fear it is only too evident why this has not been done by 
the party named. | 

‘*] have circulated the paper among: some of our people, 
‘‘ who are well pleased with it, and would willingly become 
‘* subscribers, could they pay over to some one here the amount 
‘‘ of their subscriptions; I therefore avail myself of this occa- 
** sion to offer you my services as agent.”’ 

After a request for some copies of that interesting publication, 
the Cheap Jewish Library, tor his (Mr. W.’s) Sunday School, 
he gives us gratifying assurance of its progress. ‘* Jt numbers 
‘* 72 children, and inspires them with proper religious feeling. 
‘I would also like to have a few moral lessons, to be read to 
‘* them on school days, in the way of light discourses.” | 

This is a want greatly felt in the Jewish schools of this 
country. Then follow some painful details of the earthquake 
at Antigua and Gaudaloupe; he writes :— | 

‘The loss of life in the latter is deplorable ; about 6,000 
‘‘ persons perished. At /’oint a Petre, the whole town was 
“destroyed ; not a building remains. Those who escaped 
‘‘ from the earthquake were burnt ; fire having arisen from the 
‘‘ the earth :—the accounts are too horrible to be depicted. A 
‘* gentleman of our persuasion, named Cardoze, together Ww! 
“two of his children, perished beneath the ruins; he wés 
‘* married to a daughter of the late Samuel L. Dubec, ot this 
‘‘ island, and was the most celebrated lawyer of the place. 

Jamaica.—As anticipated in our last, the German Synagogue 
of Kingston, (Jamaica,) has made a ready response to the appeal 
issued from London,—for the constitution of a spiritual gover: 
ment for the whole empire. There is much activity 10 this 
distant community.. An association has been formed for the 
promotion of Jewish education, and other analogous objects: 


-we wait the receipt of the documents promised by our corres 


pondents. Meanwhile,—as an evidence of their seeming 
‘* desirous of taking an active part in promoting those improv 
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‘< ments, religious, social, and moral, which are now so worthily 


—  oecupying the attention of our brethren in the most distant 


‘6 quarters, "—it may be enough to say, that they are considering 
the practicability of maintaining a West Indian branch of the 
Jewish press! Whether this part of their object be immedi- 
ately carried out or not, we rejoice to have given the impulse 
in this quarter also. . | 

It appears, that complimentary Meshabirachs have been 
rather abruptly discontinued; the new Shamash did not know 
how to make them, and the minister declined to do more than 
pronounce that immediately after each portion. . 

We will not extract the tribute paid to the value of our own 
labours. Sixty subscribers are offered in Kingston alone, pro- 
vided our paper be rendered transmissable as a stamped pub- 
lication. 

Hungary.—The beneficial influence of liberal laws, as re- 
cently enacted by the Hungarian Diet, begins to be felt. Ac- 
cordingly, we read that certain functionaries have been called 
to account by the government, for having refused to the Jews 
permission to settle within the places of their jurisdiction. The 
special tax, hitherto levied upon the Jews exclusively, is no 
longer to be allowed. ‘The following is the reason assigned for 
the natural opposition to this tax. ** Since the Jewish popula- 
“tion have, in virtue of the law enacted in 1840, obtained 
‘“ the right to live in the country, they are not any more to be 
‘regarded as merely tolerated, and cannot, therefore, be 
‘compelled to pay a toleration tax; the less so, because the 
‘‘ Jews are subjected to all imposts laid on the Christian popu- 
‘‘ lation, and no law obliges them to the payment of a toleration 
the more cheerful the imtelligence from that 
part of the Austrian dominions, the more melancholy is the 
news from the north-western parts of the empire, particularly 
from Moravia. In this small province, a population of 30,000 
Jews linger in a state of oppression which, it described, would 
not be credited. We shall not give all the melancholy 
particulars, reported in the 4. Z. d. J., but, as a spe- 
cimen, shall transcribe two. A Jew is not allowed to keep a 
Christian apprentice, domestic, or journeyman—not even a 
Christian wet-nurse.—According to a law enacted in 1795, 
Jewish merchants are not permitted to transport their goods 
to the fairs by the usual modes of conveyance, but must carry 
them on their backs! —_——— 

/iussia.—The benevolent and liberal intentions of the Rus- 
sian government towards its Jewish subjects, is to be inferred 
from the order, issued by the Minister of Instruction, to the 
congregation of Riga, whose spiritual guide, Dr. Lilienthal, 
had been obliged to resign the office, in consequence of his 
mission. This order directs, that the congregation shall ap- 
point another teacher; and in case he shall be elected from 
a distant country, a considerable sum will be allowed from 
the exchequer towards his travelling expenses. 


_Moravia.—Considerable sensation is created by the election 
of a new Landrabbiner, that post having been vacated by 
the death of J2. Nehemiah Trebitsch, a celebrated Talmudic 
scholar, The Landrabbiner of this country is invested with 
very extensive powers, and upon him, in a great measure, de- 
a the progression or retrogression of the community. 

itherto, the Jews of Moravia have not been so fortunate as 
to obtain for their head, a friend to progress; considerable 
anxiety therefore prevails among them, lest their new spiritual 
guide should be of a similar character. 


Amsterdam.—There has lately appeared here a publication 
without a title-page, containing an account of the funds col- 
lected, for the relief of Jews in the Holy Land. The document 
xcites much attention, as it proves that some members of that 
committee, (men well known for their orthodox religious views, 
for charity, and honesty of purpose,) still obstinately decline 
to give an account of their management. With respect to this 
refusal, we read in the Archives Israelite, that M. Hirsch 


ehren, (one of the parties who declines to publish,) has re- 


ceived a certificate trom M. Tobie Boas, sworn judge of the first 
canton of Amsterdam, by which it appears, that this function- 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


141 


ary has gone through all the accounts of M. Lehren, from the 
year 1822, and found that they perfectly agree with the receipts ; 
and, moreover, that the family of M. Lehren, has, since that 
penee in addition to several donations, furnished about 12,500 

utch florins, towards the establishment of a synagogue, and 
other pious institutions at Jerusalem, 


Berlin.—On the 14th February, the general meeting of the 
Cultur Verein, (au association for encouraging Jewish authors, 
artists, &c.) took place at Berlin. The director, Dr. Zunz, 
gave an account of what had been effected during the past 
year, and in a powerful speech displayed the advantages de- 
rivable from such associations. (Orient.) 


Lhe Jews in Syria.—We find in The Times, a communica- 
tion, dated 13th of March, being the substance of a letter re- 
ceived by.W. /lirsch Lehren, banker, at Amsterdam, from .1/r. 
Alfrandi, at Beyrout. The case is this :— 

A Catholic clergyman intrigued with a girl of his flock in Sidon; they’ 
decided on elopement, but waited until a steam-boat should arrive at 
Beyrout, for Asmir, in Turkey. The boat arrived; the priest appointed 
the girl to meet him, and shaved off his beard to prevent detection; but 
when they arrived at Beyrout they missed the boat, and then directed 
their way to a small village, to be near at hand when any other boat 
should be ready. In the interim, the father of the girl came home. He 
asked for his daughter. The mother observed the girl was gone on a visit 
to her sister, but, sending to ask if the girl was there, the answer was, she 
had not seen her. ‘The father, on thig, immediately went to the French 
Consul (Signor Corti), at Sidon, who expressed his suspicion that the Jews 
were the guilty parties, and applied to the Governor to send a force, which 
was acceded to, and forty soldiers were commanded to surround the Jews’ 
quarter of the town. Every house was entered by them and the mob dur- 
ing the night. The next morning, however, a traveller arrived at Beyrout, 
and being told the cause of all this, he said he could clear up the business, 
as he saw two persons on horseback, and knew the stablekeeper to whom 
the horses belonged. On inquiry being made, the priest who had engaged 
them, and the route taken, were made known, and the fugitives were dis- 
covered. I need not say how happy the poor Jews were at their mira- 
culous escape from the torture and death with which they were threatened. 
It is a singular coincidence, that at the very same time the Jews in Jeru- 
sulem had also an attempt made on them, which was frustrated at its com- 
mencement. 


How providentially has thus been averted a repetition of the 
Damascus tragedy! and how lamentable is it to see a French 
consul again the promoter of mischief against the Jews! 


Miscellanea.—It is said, that the senate of //amburg will 
propose to the citizens of that republic, the admission of 
Jews to the legal profession, from the practice of which they 
are still excluded. It is expected that the Diet of Saxony, 
(now sitting) will sanction a proposition, tending to remove 
some serious restrictions laid upon the Jews of that kingdom. 
In Bavaria, as it appears, from obstacles recently opposed 
to the establishment of Jewish schools, that that government 
still persists in a policy hostile to Judaism. The senate 
of Frankfort-on-the-Main has issued a decree, in virtue of 
which, only such individuals will henceforward be permitted 
to practice circumcision, as have passed a special examination 
of their capability for the office; moreover, the operation 
is only to be permitted in presence of a medical man. There 
has lately appeared, under the sanction of the principal Jewish 
authority in the great dukedom of Baden, a report of the 
Jewish seminaries in that country, which deserves particular 
notice. It seems from this official publication, that the Jewish 
schools are in a prosperous state; the 11,000 Jewish residents 
of the duchy are divided into forty-one congregations, each of 
which has a school of its own; the Jews are steadily progress- 
ing, and the government affords them a friendly assistance in 
all their endeavours. The greatest merit in the bringing 
about of so prosperous a state, is due to the indefatigable exer- 
tions of the Oberrath, who has for thirty years mer. wr the 
affairs of the Jews of Baden. In Transyleania, a Jewish 
merchant, Herr Waitiz, has contributed 900 florins towards 
the establishment of the national museum, (recently proposed, ) 
on condition that the sum be devoted to the purchase of 
works of Jewish literature, according to the judgment of com- 
petent men. ‘The states of the country have thankfully ac- 
cepted the offer——The Austrian government is now occupied 
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with a law, regulating the fees of the Bohemian Rabbis. (4. Z. 
d. J.) 

We gather from the 4. J. d. F., that the French govern- 
ment is about to establish a Chief Rabbi, (Grand Rabbin) at 
Algiers. 

A German paper, in noticing the recent decree of the King 
of Prussia, excluding the Jews of his Rhenish provinces from 
the legal profession, says—‘‘ Who does not recollect with pain 
the answer which this monarch gave to the Jews, on the occa- 
sion of their congratulations, at his accession to the throne. 
‘“‘¢ The Jewish communities of my country, particularly that 
‘“‘ of Berlin, exhibit much patriotism upon which I may build; 
‘‘and depend upon it, there shall be built further upon it. 
‘Gentlemen, believe me, I am no adherent to the blind pre- 
judices of bygone centuries.’ "———The same paper gives 
the following letter addressed by the Vienna Birgermeister, 
to Baron Solomon Rothschild, on the occasion of con- 
ferring upon him the honorary citizenship of the Austrian 
capital, (v. No. 39). ‘‘ As I have been all my life much em- 
‘* ployed in the assistance of others, so I have had, at all times, 
“ the duty of gratitude deeply impressed upon my mind. Ac- 
‘* tuated by this feeling, as well as by the true interests of Vienna, 
‘** whose welfare I endeavour, from my position, to promote as 
‘‘ much as possible, I deemed myself bound in duty to bring 
“under the notice of the authorities and of his Majesty, the 
‘* generous support yielded by your Lordship to this city; add- 
‘ing thereto, a request for the dispensation necessary for 
‘bestowing upon you the honorary citizenship. To my 
‘* sreatest gratification, this has been conceded; and in the 
‘‘ anticipation that your Lordship, as promoter of all city and 
‘* public institutions, will willingly accept the grateful acknow- 
y ledasaen of Vienna, I feel the uimost satisfaction in having 
‘* gained for the imperial city, so distinguished a citizen, and 
‘‘in being thus enabled to enrol you in that capacity, among 
‘‘ the worthiest statesmen of Austria, upon the list of our citi- 
*‘ zens. The grounds of this presentation are more clearly de- 
‘* veloped in the diploma, the form of which will be found 
“* suitable to your merits. I request only an intimation, whether 
‘* your Lordship desires a transmission of the diploma to Paris, 
‘* or whether you prefer to have it presented here, by a depu- 
‘* tation. With the hope to maintain for myself and for the 
** city of Vienna, a continuance of your kind regard, I have the 
‘‘ honor to subscribe myself your Lordship’s most obedient 
‘* servant, P. Ienaz Czassxa, 


Burgermeister.”’ 


Vienna, 2nd January, 1843. 


REVIEW. | 


Three Letters, humbly addressed to the Lord Archbishop of 
Canterbury, on the inexpediency and futility of any attempt 
to convert the Jews to the Christian faith, in the way and 
manner hitherto practised—being a general discussion of the 
whole Jewish Question. By the Rev. J. Oxlee, Rector of 
Molesworth, Hunts.—London: Hatchard & Son ;—3s.* 


The author has sent us a copy of this publication, with an 
intimation, that—the Editor of the ‘* Jewish Intelligence,” and 
the Committee of the Society whose organ it is, have refused to 
insert even an advertisement of his publication.—This evasion 


does not surprise us, especially after reading these powerful 


arguments, with which the Conversionists could not even ho 
to grapple, with any chance of success. Under these cir- 
cumstances we consented to lend such aid as we could afford, 
in order to bring this Christian appeal under the notice of our 


* The advertisement of this pamphlet, in our last number, makes it 
needful to correct an erroneous inference recently deduced from the opera- 
tion of our rules,—-in relation to advertisements of books. A former an- 
nouncement in our columns, of a publication “ under false colours,” (it 
was subsequently found, that the insertion was not obtained surrep- 
titiously, )led to the institution of a regulation, which requires all publications 
to be sent in for inspection, previously to the receipt of advertisements. 
Our consent to advertise, implies no more than our belief that the work 
is bona fide what it professes to be; and also, that we have not discovered 
any covert attack upon the cause we humbly serve, without our exposing it, 
contemporaneously with the advertisement. 


Christian readers; assuring them, emphatically, that they wil] 
not be accounted guiltless, who shall continue their support of 
“the way and manner hitherto practised,” for enticing Israe} 
from his fealty, if they neglect to seek after, and to search dili. 
gently, the reasoning of the venerable and learned Recto; of 
Molesworth. 

Mr. Oxlee appears to be an honest minded teacher of th, 
religion he professes ; a scholar, of varied attainments and pro. 


found research, superior to the expedients which he ex 


in others, who have the same end in view; that is,—to induce 


the Non-Christian world to recognise Jesus as the Messiah 
He at once confesses the impiety of undermining the Israelite’. 
fidelity to the ordinances of God; he declares his conviction 
as to the enduring character of the Divine covenant with our 
fathers; and he repudiates the fiction,—that any later revelation 
has superseded the requirements of that covenant. He jg 
however, still a Christian, and he would have us so far the same 
as to superadd to the original, and as yet unchanged, tenets of 
our religious faith—the belief in a triune Godhead. There are 
no arguments of this character in these three letters; so that 
we are spared the necessity of publishing our protest against 
that dogma, here; nor shall we, indeed, volunteer at all to dis. 
prove the tenets of Christianity,—provided that the Jewish poor 
are not tampered with, and bought into infidelity ;—provided 
that the ignorant are not cajoled by false and distorted render. 
ings of obscure prophecy ;—provided that Jewish children are 
not kidnapped from their natural guardians, to be denaturalized 
and apostatized ;—and provided that numerous other similar 
expedients, revolting to every ingenuous and pious mind, are 
not resorted to, ‘‘ for the Promotion of Christianity,” by the 
Society, which is remonstrated with in these letters to its exalted 
patron. | 

We take it for granted, that our reverend author would address 
his arguments for Christianity, to those Jews only who are 
qualified to digest them. We venture to assure him, that he 
will not find them unwilling to justify their unbelief, and that 
their aversion to publiccontroversy, would be rather from anxiety 
to preserve so much of Judaism as is already observed by the 
disciples of Christianity, than from any apprehension that Chris- 
tianity will be engrafted upon Judaism. In any case, the Jew 
will listen to his Christian brother, who, addressing him in that 
spirit of amity and of legitimate design, advocated by the author 
of these letters, prays God to lead such discussions to the 


| discovery and manifestation of truth; but the history of ages, 


will justify an appeal to Divine justice against the enemy of 


His people, who seeks to “ convert the Jews to the Christian — 


faith, after the way and manner hitherto practised.” 

Our author opens, by congratulating the Archbishop upon his 
** encyclical 4 addressed in behalf of the Anglican 
church to the different Oriental communities, disavowing any 


design to make inroad on their respective folds.—Let us hope 


that our Christian brethren will indeed live in peace and good 
fellowship, and cease to proscribe each other as ‘‘ Idolator,” 
‘* Heretic,” and the like. After some pertinent allusions to 
the failure of previous efforts to convert the Jews,—a failure 
which he denies to be attributable to the non-arrival of the day and 
hour.—He states, as the true reason, that proper agents have 
been wanting, and that nothing but a providential care could 
have preserved the existing form of Jewish service. He dedu- 


/ces that the form now found in the synagogue, is 4 natural 
pe | successor of the temple; and he quotes an historical record, t0 


prove, that this succession was a manifestation of “* Providence, 
* thus immediately arranging for the future operation, and the 
“ authoritative administration of the Mosaic code.” __ 

After some well merited compliments to the Rabbins, the 
poets, and other Jewish worthies of the middle ages ; and after 
paying the admiration of a scholar to the acumen and general 
excellence of their scriptural commentaries, he says :— 


Every extraordinary persecution and calamity which the J ewish people 
have been constrained to suffer, for the last seventeen hundred years 
more, has been so ordered and directed by the hand of God, as to mae 
them cleave more resolutely than ever to the law of his servant Moses; 
and to generate in their minds the strongest possible aversion to any °. 
religion than theirown, But if any one should imagine that none « eso 
champions have ever been duly engaged in controversy, nor tainty ® 
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and confronted by any learned Christian opponent, it would be a proof 
that such a person must have made himself but very little acquainted with 
the history of Judaism. The Jews have been repeatedly compelled, 
whether willing or unwilling, and at the peril of their lives, to stand up in 
public, and to defend their tenets against their Christian persecutors, not 
only in Asia, but in Europe and Africa—at Rome as well as at Constan- 
tinople. 

Our author discredits the pretended dialogue, between Trypho 
and Justin Martyr, in the 2nd century, acknowledging that 
Trypho could not have been a learned Jew, quoting the 
original scriptures,—for both disputants cite the Greek, which 
he proves to be a mistranslation in several important passages. 

How will the advocates of these so called “‘ pious frauds,” and 
those perverters of age yee prophecies who still abound, 
deal with the following admission as to what is put in the Jew’s 
mouth ? 

His brief responses and interrogatories are so contrived as to facilitate 
the course of argument adopted by Justin, who, without the least contra- 
diction on the part of his opponent, continues to apply, exclusively, to 
Jesus and his Church, a number of prophecies, which, if soberly and liter- 
ally interpreted, can only be understood either of the Supreme Being 
himself, or else of the whole Jewish nation, taken collectively as an indi- 
vidual; whilst, at the same time, he quotes a variety of important texts, 
to which there is nothing to be found corresponding in the original, and 
undertakes to furnish the etymology of certain Hebrew terms, in so absurd 
and stupid a manner, as at once to convince the reader that he himself, as 
well as Trypho and his companions, must have been totally ignorant of 
the Hebrew tongue. 


We hope to hear no more of the attempt to argue for “‘ two 
divine personalities,” from the expression in the Psalm. ‘* And 
the Eternal said unto my Lord,” after Mr. O.’s candid admission 
that the latter is “‘ a temporal title only, and signifying nothing 
else than a terrestial ruler or sovereign.” | 

Will not the following rebuke of Justin Martyr’s presumption, 
apply with great force to impertinent meddlers of our own times ? 


‘These marks of incompetency, as a biblical critic, I should not have 
been so forward to expose, were it not that he repeatedly arrogates to 
himself, in the presence of his Jewish opponents, the divine grace and 
power of rightly understanding and interpreting the sacred oracles; so 
that he incurs the severest censure for all such errors and mistakes as he 
may have ignorantly and presumptuously committed. 


The learned writer then exposes another “ pious fraud ;”’ the 
Greek narrative of a similar contest of four days’ duration, 
related in the Bibliotheca Petrum. Gregentius, Archbishop of 
Tephar, being chief disputant on the one side, under the 
patronage of his Majesty in person. The arguments advanced 
on both sides are characteristic enough, and so far, at least, 
the tale has a foundation ; but such attempts to prove a tripartite 
unity are ridiculed even by our trinitarian advocate. After 
two or three specimens of the Archbishop’s ingenuity, he says 
truly enough :— 

If in any passage, or text, there should happen to be mention made of 
wood, of a rod, a twig, a nail, or a piece of iron; or if, in any transaction 
detailed, there should happen to be either expressed or ry ig any pen- 
dulous or thwarting position, all such passages and texts he considers as 
prefigurative of the crucifixion ; and repeatedly calls Herban * a reprobate, 
a fool, a madman, and a blockhead, because he could not perceive the 
like import.equally with himself. ° 

But what, it may be asked, was the termination of the contest? The 
arguments of the Archbishop failing to produce any adequate conviction, 
it 1s proposed, on the part of Herban and his supporters, that Jesus him- 
self should be supplicated visibly and aor segy | to appear in their pre- 
sence; and that, on witnessing such a miracle, they would acknowledge 
him for their God and Saviour, and instantly be baptized. The challenge 
is accepted. Gregentius kneels down, and pours forth a powerful supplica- 
tion. Presently an earthquake is felt, and loud thunder rolls from the 
east in so awful a manner, that all present were struck with horror, and 
fell to the ground. No sooner had they risen up again, and turned their 
looks towards the east, than, behold, the portals of heaven were thrown 

Open, and instantly a luminous cloud, extended like a plain, stretched 
itself to where they were standing, whilstthe * * * ® issues from 
the portals, and walking upon the cloud, approaches, and appears before 
their eyes in splendid majesty, resting on the extremity of the cloud, 
within two hundred cubits of the Archbishop and the council, so a8 to be 
seen by all present, arrayed in a purple cloud, from which eradiated beams 
of the Divine Essence, having on his head the glitter of lightning—a 
diadem of matchless beauty, and, by reason of the rays, like unto a crown 
of thorns—holdin a sword in his left hand, and with his right hand sup- 
eg himself. The king and his nobles were seized with joy and trem- 
ling, and stood speechless at the awful sight. The Jews, with their 
champion, Herban, were struck with fear and terror on witnessing the 


* Herban was his principal Jewish opponent. 
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miracle, and looked around for some place of refuge, whither they might 
escape. The Archbishop called aloud to Herban, and commanded him 
to contemplate the awful mystery about which the disquisition had been 
instituted ; not to doubt any longer, but to believe in 
He made no answer. Presently a voice was heard to say to the Jews, 
‘* Because of the powerful entreaty of the Archbishop, I, who was cruci- 
fied by your fathers, now appear in your sight.”” They fell to the ground, 
astonished at the voice, and were instantly struck With blindness. Her- 
ban then, on one of them recovering his sight by the affusion of baptism, 
exhorts them to hesitate no longer, but to fullow his example, and be all 
baptized; which accordingly they did. Five millions and a half, it is 
said, or, at all events, many hundreds of thousands, comprising all the 
Jews in the kingdom, received baptism on that occasion, and were incor- 
porated into the Christian Church. The king also passed a law, that all 
these converted Jews should henceforth intermix with the Christian popu- 
lation; that none of them, under pain of death, should suffer either son 
or daughter to intermarry amongst their own tribes, but only amongst the 
Christian-born families. 

Now if all this actually occurred, as here recorded, I have only to say, 
let asecond Grecentivs stand forth anywhere in a public disputation 
with the Jews, before any one of their Christian majesties, and effectuate 
by his powerful supplications the like miraculous appearances before all 
present, whether Jews or Christians, kings or councillors, and there will 
be no need to institute societies for promoting Christianity amongst the 
Jews, either in the city of London, or in any other part of Christendom. 
Such pious romances, alas! like so many engaging novels, however de- 
signed by their authors to promote the cause of truth, and to gratify the 
Christian professor, ruin the very cause which they are intended to serve, 
and excite regret and derision, instead of confirmation and belief. 


May our Christian readers profit by these sensible reflections 
of their own champion ! 

The profound research of our author is proved again, by his 
quotations from Jewish accounts of similar controversies. 
From the ‘* Milchamath Choba,” he gives a report by 2. 
Moses Nachmanides, of a public disputation with one Futher 
Paul, a converted Jew. This actually took place in the 
13th century, at Barcelona, before King Peter and his nobles. 
The business-like character of this controversy, is proved by 
the following extract. | 

In the commencement, both parties agree to confine the dispute to three 
general questions—first, whether the Messias has already come, according 
to the belief of the Christians, or is yet to come, according to the belief of 
the Jews: secondly, whether the Messias is the deity in reality, or a mere 
man, born of human parents; and, lastly, whether it be the Jews who 
maintain the true law, or the Christians that do so? 

We are really unable to do justice to this account by any 
curtailment; our readers must refer to the pamphlet itself; it is, 
after all, but a digest of a controversy aioe on, over several 
days. The King himself, eventually takes up the disputation, on 
a sabbath, and in the synagogue! His success is no greater than 
that of his ecclesiastics, aided by the apostate Father Paul. 
Mr. Oxlee presumes, that the most stringent arguments on the 
Christian side have been omitted by Nachmanides ;—it may 
be so, but Mr. O. honestly asks— 


Whatever these arguments may have been, did ey make any adequate 
impression on the mind of that opponent who was the most competent to 
judge of their force and truth? None whatever. The learned Rabbi, as 
appears from a brief epistle, still extant, to his dear son, towards the close 
of life retired to the Holy Land; there died, no doubt, and was buried at 
Jerusalem or Hebron, amongst the tombs of his forefathers. 


The ‘** Schebet Jehuda,”’ of Et. Solomon ben Virga, is next 
quoted, containing an historical detail of several similar con- 
troversies. He alludes to.a remarkable one held by Pope 
Martin V., and his Cardinals, with another converted Jew, 
and sixteen or seventeen Rabbins selected from various quarters, 
and ordered to Rome by the Papal summons. This account 
also, will well repay the reading; we have room only for the 
closing speech of the King.—Why will not our Christian 
means Oe be content to arrive at an equally sensible con- 
clusion ? 


_* Since we ourselves (saith his Majesty) are Christians, let us firmly 
hold fast that religion which we kuow to be true; but ye Jews, that which 
ye think to be true, and ye shall doubtless, hereafter, receive from God 
that recompense which may be due to your lives and moral conduct. I 
can easily believe, that if you could have been assured, by some miracle 
from heaven, of the truth of our religion, and of the falsity of your own, 
you would long since have come over to our Church.” 


And now to give the views of the author in his own words. 


In this manner the disputation before his Portuguese Majesty appears 
to have terminated, and without any beneficial result. Nor do I euppbes 
that any kings, popes, or prelates, ever en din a Jewish controversy, 


who did not very soon get sick and tired of it; and see the futility of all 
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similar attempts. These public disputations, however, I have briefly 
alluded to, for the purpose of intimating to your Grace, that should any 
Christian champion in future think fit to enter the lists with a Jewish op- 
ponent, on the usual grounds occupied in this controversy, he need not 
think to equip himself with any fresh armour, nor to draw any weapon 
either from the Mikra, the Targumin, the Talmuds, the Medrashoth, the 
Agadoth, the Perushim, or any other standard Jewish authority, which has 
not been already wielded by those who have preceded him in the conflict, 
and that without any corresponding effect. 

Seeing, then, that the Jewish people neither have been, nor can be 
brought to embrace the truth of the Gospel, either by loss of life or con- 
fiscation of property, by stripes or imprisonment, by any public disputa- 
tions or written arguments that the Christian Church hath all along em- 
ployed; what, I again enquire, can be the real cause of that invincible 
Jewish obstinacy, which seems to have God for its author; and how can 
it have happened, that, for sixteen or seventeen centuries in succession, 
the continued efforts of the Church to dissipate their unbelief, and to bring 
them to an open acknowledgment of Jesus, as their Messiah, should have 
so signally failed to make the least rp ones on them? There must be 
some earthly cause, and that cause, I hesitate not to say, is the bigotry and 
unauthorised presumption of the Christian Church, in demanding that the 
sons of Jacob, before they can become Christians, should cease to be 
Jews; that they should abandon the Law of Moses, in order to embrace 


the Gospel. 
(To be Continued.) 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 

Jewish Eating House.—Sir,—Having been requested by 
several influential gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion, to open 
an establishment (in the vicinity of the Bank), where they may 
be accommodated with refreshments, prepared according to 
our peculiar tenets, I have engaged spacious premises in Crown 
Court, Old Broad Street (opposite the temporary Exchange), 
which will be ready immediately after the ensuing Passover ; 
and where I hope so to combine comfort with economy, as to 
secure the patronage and support of the Jewish public gene- 
rally. Now, Sir, it remains for your correspondent, and those 
whose disposition it is to facilitate the observance of religious 
duty, to assist my endeavours ; and I beg to assure them and 
yourself, that nothing shall be wanting on my part to merit 

countenance and support. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 
Myers. 

9, Mansell Street, Goodman's Fields, 
26th March, 5603. 


The Earthquake. 
St. Thomas, 13 of February, 1843. 


Sir,—It is with feelings of the most porenent anguish, that 
I communicate our having been visited by an awful earth- 

uake, on Wednesday last, which destroyed the town of Point 
Petre, Guadeloupe, burying thousands of its inhabitants 
in the ruins, laying desolate the Island of Antigua, and injuring 
more or less the other Islands. 

It has pleased the God of Israel to extend His protecting 
arm over our Island, and we escaped the awful calamity, only 
with the awe it inspired, Our governor, alive to the deep 
feelings of gratitude we owe, ordered Friday to be set apart as 
a day of humiliation and thanksgiving; the day was spent in 
offering up to the throne of mercy, that heart-felt feeling of 
mer ence of which mortals are made aware in times of 

anger. | 
_ Our synagogue, as well as every other house of worship, was 
filled ; e leave to enclose a prayer said on the occasion, 
written by a lady of our congregation, and which I request you 
to give a place in your excellent paper. 
hat the great and merciful God may have pity upon the 
relations of the unfortunate sufferers, is, and will be, the prayer 
of all feeling hearts. A 

Almighty and Everlasting God! whose throne is established in the 
Highest eavens! We beseech thee to listen to the yers and suppli- 
cations of thy servants now assembled on this awful occasion, whether 
Israelite, Protestant, or Catholic. Oh, pour thy holy spirit in our hearts, 
that our words may ascend before thee as incense, and the lifting up of 
our hands as the morning sacrifice. Create a clean heart, Oh God! and 
renew a right spirit, within us! Destroy all manner of vanity, pride, and 
vain glory, from among us; and give us humility, patience, and resigna- 
tion under all thy dispensations. May we and our children be taught 
by thy wisdom, and led by thy mercy, that our lives may be so ordered 
as that, at our death, we may join our Fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, in songs and praises to Thy Great and Holy Name. Avert! Oh 
Lord God! sudden calamities from us, such as earthquake, famine, 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


and ilence, and although our iniquities may provoke thy just chaw: 
Father of Mercies, remember, Oh remember ! chastise. 


is without thy all merciful protection. We thank thee, Oh oe 


meekness and humility, that thou hast mercifully spared us to Ta 
forgiveness for the neglect of Thy word and law. Oh strengtheg 
hearts, and give us wisdom to hold fast that which is good, that oy 
moment of our lives may be devoted to do and suffer Thy wit, a 

Oh! may Israel be a flame of fire by night, and a pillar of cloyg b 
day, to teach Thy Holy will to generations yet unborn, so that Th 
promises to them, when they turn to Thee in Spirit and in truth, may be 
fulfilled. Look down, Almighty Father, upon that portion of oy, fellow 
creatures who have suffered by the late awful visitation, and give them 
comfort under their dreadful afflictions, Provide, Oh Lord, for those 
that have been fatherless and destitute, for widows, and all that are 
sufferers, and be their father and friend. And now, Oh God, may th 
grace, that exceeds all understanding, rest upon us and be with us now 
and for evermore.—Amen. 


~ NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Rebecca’s pretty verses cannot, unfortunately, be made aya). 
able, in consequence of our having recently declined a similar 
contribution. 

wy and “ D.’s” (on the same subject), are under cop. 
sideration. 

W. Y.Z., Exeter, is referred to a reply to “* L.” under this 
head, in our No. 36. That reply was made to the same cop. 
tribution. 


~ NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT 
Friday 31st March 29th of 2d Adar. Sabbath at 6 o’Clock. 


Sabb. Ist April Ist of Nisan. won ’p—port. yryn 
8 Sabbath at past 6. 
Sabb. 8 “ 8 naw—portion 
Day of search for leaven. 


JERLIN.—tThe Establishment for the Education of Young 


Gentlemen of the Jewish persuasion, conducted by Dr. 8. Hern, Berlin, has 
been extended, and can accommodate a few more pupils. For prospectuses apply 
to Mr. Nutt, bookseller, 158, Fleet-street. 


G LOUCESTER HOUSE ACADEMY, Kew; (removed 


from Highgate).— The ensuing vacation of this establishment will commence 
on the 12th of April, and the pupils reassemble on the ] lth of May. 
at the same time, takes the opportunity of assuring his friends, that whilst ever) 
exertion is used to maintain the reputation his establishment has enjoyed for so 
many years, neither expense nor attention is spared to afford the pupils every com- 


fort, for which the spacious premises and grounds are so eminently adapted. 


eras for allowing Permanent Relief to the Aged Needy 


of the Jewish persuasion.~-The public are respectfully informed, that an 
Election for a Pensioner will take place on Sunday, the 30th of April, be- 
tween the hours of 6 and 8 o’Clock in the Evening, at Mr. Abohbot’s, No. 7, Castle 
Street, Houndsditch,—N. B. The successful candidate wil] receive £13 per annum 


aie By Order. I. JACOBS—See. 
J EWS’ ORPHAN ASYLUM, Leman-street, Goodman's 
Fields. 


Established A.M. 5591—1831. 
Underthe Patronage of 
Her Majesty the QUEEN DOWAGER. 
Her Royal Highness the Duchess of KENT. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of CAMBRIDGE, K. G. 
His Grace the Duke of BUCCLEUCH, K. G. 
| Vice Patronesses. 
Lady ROLLE. | 
President. 
LAURENCE PHILLIPS, Esq. 


Lady MONTEFIORE. 
Vice President. 
| FREDERICK HART, Esq. 
Treasurer. 
SAMUEL MOSES, Esq. 

A BALL, in aid of the Funds of this Charity, will take place at The Hanover 
Square Rooms, on Tuesday, May 2nd, 1843. Tickets 10s. 6d. each (which wil 
include Refreshments), can only be procured through the medium of the Stewards, 
of whom maisoeee list will be published in a future sdvertisement. Dancing to 
commence at ~past Nine o’Clock. Weippert’s Band will atten 
Mareh 3 lst, 1843. | ar JOHN DIAS, Hon. 


EBREW TEACHER.—Wanted, a Gentleman to conduct 
the Hebrew department in the establishment of Mrs. I. Cohen, of Holl 
House, Hammersmith. Testimonials of qualification will be required.—Applit® 


tion may be made to Mr. Kisch, No. 4, Broad Street Buildings, City; or at the 
above establishment. 7 


Ay YOUNG LADY from Germany, who has been fou 
years in this country, wishes to meet with a situation as Companion, House- 


keeper, or to take care of young children. She has been in a similar situation i 
two families here, to which she can refer.—Address B. N., at the Printer’s. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by. E. Varry, 27, Camomile 
Bisho . Published by B. Sre111, Paternoster Row; and may 2 
had of the Printer; of Reynowps, Church Row, Aldgate ; . 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden ; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 


all Booksellers and Newsmen. 


Mr. Neumegen 
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